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comparing English and German ways of life to the
great disadvantage  of the  latter :    baths,  sanitary
arrangements, the method of eating boiled eggs, the
decoration of the dinner-table, were all ordered better
in England, to which she always referred as " home."
With all her cleverness she was not sufficiently tactful
to refrain from criticism of sheer trivialities.    She
found the etiquette of the German Court ponderous
and boring, and tried to lighten it in her own house
by the society of musicians and artists, a thing quite
unheard of in Royal circles in Prussia.    A further
odd cause of offence against Prussian ideas of Royal
dignity, about which her father-in-law subsequently
complained to the Queen, was that she went out
driving with only two horses to her carriage instead
of four.   The only chance of the Princess's drawing
England and Germany together was that she must
first win the confidence of her adopted country by
conforming to its usages.   To do that, she must under-
stand it, and the way of understanding lies in appreci-
ation rather than criticism.   To be sure, she was very
young and needed guidance, but she should have
been told to seek that from her husband's parents
rather than her own, not only because they knew
better what Prussia expected (and did not expect)
from her Princesses, but because the fact of her seeking
it from them would have roused in them the kindly
protectiveness of which she stood in need*   To do
otherwise could only result in her influence over her
husband alienating him from them.   This was exactly
what happened, and herein lay one of the chief causes
of her troubles and her tragedy.